
GEOGRAPHY TERMS 

Grades 4-8 
Social Studies Online 



GEOGRAPHY 

Ò Blueprint Skill:  Identify and use the key 
geographic elements on maps (i.e., island, 
flood plain, swamp, delta, marsh, harbor, cape, 
sea level, bay, prairie, desert, oasis, mesa, 
mountain, valley, glacier, canyon, cliff, plain, 
and plateau). 



CARDINAL DIRECTIONS 

Ò an instrument for determining directions, 
as by means of a freely 
rotating magnetized needle that indicates         
magnetic north 

COMPASS 

INTERMEDIATE DIRECTIONS 
Ò North, South, West, & East 

Ò Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, & Southwest 



CAPITAL 
Ò  the city or town that is the official seat of   

government in a country, state 

Ò   a large important town 
an incorporated municipality, usually governed by a 
mayor and a board of aldermen or councilmen 

CITY 



PLAIN 

Ò Plains are flat lands that have only small 
changes in elevation.  



GREAT CIRCLE 
Ò  The great circle is a theoretical circle, such as the equator, 

formed by the intersection of the earth’s surface and an 
imaginary plane that passes through the center of the 
earth and divides it into two equal parts. Navigators use 
great circles to find the shortest distance between any two 
points on the earth’s surface 

CIRCLE 

Ò  a closed plane curve consisting of a2 p
oints at a given distance from a 
point within it called the center, the 
shortest distance between 2 point on 
a sphere 



PLATEAU 

Ò A plateau is a large, flat area of 
land that is higher than the 
surrounding land  



CLIFF 

Ò A cliff is a steep face of rock and soil. 
É The White Cliffs of Dover *diatoms  



CANYON 

Ò   A canyon is a deep valley with very 
steep sides - often carved from the 
Earth by a river. 



GLACIER 

Ò  A glacier is a slowly moving river of ice.  



MOUNTAIN 

Ò A mountain is a very tall high, natural 
place on Earth - higher than a hill. The 
tallest mountain on Earth is Mt. Everest.  

 



MESA 

Ò   A mesa is a land 
formation with a 
flat area on top 
and steep walls - 
usually occurring 
in dry areas  



OASIS  
Ò An oasis is small 

fertile area 
surrounded by 
desert.  

DESERT 

Ò   A desert is a very 
dry area.  



PRAIRIE 
Ò A prairie is a wide, relatively flat area 

of land that has grasses and only a 
few trees.  



BAY 

Ò  a portion of an ocean or sea part
ly enclosed by land, 
a deep hollow; chasm or abyss. 

GULF 

Ò   A bay is a body of water that 
is partly enclosed by land 
(and is usually smaller than a 
gulf).  



ARCHIPELAGO 

Ò a large group or chain of islands: the Malay 
Archipelago, any large body of water with many 
islands. the Archipelago, the Aegean Sea. 



ISLAND 

Ò An island is a piece of 
land that is surrounded 
by water. 

 



SEA LEVEL 

Ò Sea Level is the 
average height, or 
elevation, of the 
sea surface.  



VALLEY 

Ò  A valley is a low 
place between 
mountains.  



CAPE 

Ò   A cape is a 
pointed piece of 
land that sticks 
out into a sea, 
ocean, lake, or 
river.  

Ò   A cape is a 
pointed piece of 
land that sticks 
out into a sea, 
ocean, lake, or 
river.  



HARBOR 
Ò A naturally or artificially protected 

basin on an ocean, lake, or river 
where ships may be anchored or 
docked without danger.  



DELTA 
Ò A delta is a low, watery land formed at the 

mouth of a river. It is formed from the silt, sand 
and small rocks that flow downstream in the 
river and are deposited in the delta. A delta is 
often (but not always) shaped like a triangle 
(hence its name, delta, a Greek letter that is 
shaped like a triangle).  



RIVER 

TRIBUTARY  

Ò  a natural stream of water of fairly large size flowing in a defini
te course or channel or series of diverging and converging 
channels. 

Ò  a stream that flows to a larger stream or other body of water 



LAKE 

Ò An artificial waterway for navigation or irrigation 

CANAL 

Ò a body of fresh or salt 
water of considerable 
size, surrounded by     
land. 



MARSH 

Ò   A swamp is a type of freshwater wetland that 
has spongy, muddy land and a lot of water. 
Many trees and shrubs grow in swamps.  

SWAMP 

Ò   
a tract of low wet land, often treeless & periodically 
inundated, 
generally characterized by a growth of grasses,  

     sedges, cattails, 



FLOOD PLAIN 
Ò  Floodplain is a flat region of a valley floor 

located on either side of a river channel.  



RESOURCES 

Ò  http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/landforms/
glossary.shtml 

Ò  http://www.edu.pe.ca/southernkings/landforms.htm 
Ò  http://www.geocities.com/monte7dco/ 
Ò  http://geoimages.berkeley.edu/GeoImages/Johnson/

Landforms/Landforms.html 
Ò  http://vathena.arc.nasa.gov/curric/land/landform/

landform.html 
Ò  http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/types_of_land_2/ 


